


 









 



 

 

June 9, 2008 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

As Vice Chairman and Executive Producer of the X PRIZE Foundation, a non-profit institution that designs 
and administers incentivised competitions for the benefit of humanity, I had the privilege of working with Ms. 
Sams in her role as Live Web Cast Reporter for our X PRIZE Cup Event in the fall of 2006.  A showcase of 
alternative rocket science held in New Mexico, the X PRIZE Cup brought together space technology, 
exploration and interactive education. The general public experienced the thrill of  exciting visions of our 
future in space becoming reality through actual competitions with millions of dollars at stake. The participants 
in this groundbreaking event included NASA, Northrop Grumman, Google, Popular Science, Aviation Week, 
Spaceport America, and Space.com  This prestigious event required a smart, engaging and compelling reporter 
who could find, develop and present stories effectively in a live, fluid environment.  We chose our journalist 
carefully and after a rigorous selection process, Ms. Sams was selected from a very distinctive talent pool. She 
was tasked with reporting, writing and producing 30 “Live” segments including “play by play” type coverage, 
backgrounders and  numerous impromptu interviews over the course of our 2-Day Event and webcast. 

Ms. Sams’ is a consummate professional.  I would eagerly hire her again.  She is tireless, a pleasure to work 
with and got the job done in superior fashion. Renee works incredibly well under pressure. Nothing rattles her; 
even after all the long, exhausting hours. There is no doubt, her ability to write, produce and go on-air is world 
class and exemplary. I am delighted to recommend her. 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert K. Weiss 

 

Robert K. Weiss is an American film and television producer. His productions include collaborations with  
director John Landis, David Zucker, Pete Segal and producer Lorne Michaels.  His film credits include The 
Blues Brothers, The Naked Guns and Scary Movies. Mr. Weiss’ television credits include Weird Science and 
Sliders. 
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June 13, 2008 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is my privilege to write a letter to support Renee Sams, an alumna of the Department of 
Communications, California State University, Fullerton. I have known her over the past five years or so 
as result of her active participation with the university. 
 
After I met Renee and discussed her career and interests with her, it was apparent that she would make a 
perfect fit for the College of Communications’ Dean’s Advisory Board. She has been an active board 
meeting ever since, and we are better off because of her. 
 
My impressions of Renee based on my many interactions with her are (1) she has endless energy and is 
always eager to move forward; (2) she is a visionary in terms of understanding the present with a feel of 
where we are going, and (3) she enjoys interacting with and being around people. She is outgoing, 
friendly and a delight to be around.     
 
I know that Renee has been involved in the television industry for a number of years. She truly enjoys 
her work and exhibits a great deal of enthusiasm in the work place. I’m sure that those with whom she 
has worked have enjoyed the time with her. 
 
My main interaction with Renee over the past years has been at special university events that she has 
attended and at Dean’s Advisory Board meetings, which are held twice a year. At the meetings, Renee is 
a “mover and shaker” and contributes in a meaningful way. Her most recent contribution has been 
providing input on “branding” the College of Communications. She has had many ideas and suggestions 
which we have been working on and hope to put in place. She is always eager to help. 
 
Overall, as my letter clearly indicates, I have great confidence and respect for Renee. I recommend her 
without reservation and wish her the best in her endeavors.  
 

 
Rick D. Pullen 
Dean 
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